Characterization of the fibrinolytic state by measuring stable cross-linked fibrin degradation products in disseminated intravascular coagulation associated with acute promyelocytic leukemia.
Plasma samples from patients with disseminated intravascular coagulation (DIC) associated with acute promyelocytic leukemia (APL) exhibited higher levels of the D-fragment of fibrin and fibrinogen degradation products [FDP(D)], with relatively lower levels of cross-linked fibrin degradation products (XDP), than samples of DIC with non-APL. The difference between FDP(D) and XDP levels increased only when alpha 2-plasmin inhibitor (alpha 2-PI) fell below 60% of the normal level in APL patients. These findings suggest that fibrinogenolysis occurs in APL patients when the alpha 2-PI level has decreased significantly.